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- Shelter Matters
 

- Support and Care for
a Mother and Her Children

When They Needed It Most
 

- Farewell to Mike the Bike Guy 
& more!



Volunteer: Reach out to volunteer@hesedhouse.org or go to our website to fill out a volunteer profile.

Donate: Any and all support helps – money, gift cards, items on our website’s needs list are all needed
and greatly appreciated!

Housing: If you know of open, affordable apartments, please email housing@hesedhouse.org.

Walk down a hypothetical road with me for a minute…
 
Let’s say Mary and Joseph needed to come to Illinois to be counted this winter…
  
                          All the Holiday Inn Expresses and Red Roof Inns are full….
  
                                                    Hotels don’t have stables…well…because it’s 2022 and that’s not a thing.
 
Where would Mary and Joseph go?
 
There’s a pretty good chance Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus would be sleeping under a bridge.
 
Normally they could turn to shelters, but shelters around the state are full with months-long wait lists.
 
Capacities were permanently cut up to 60% due to COVID restrictions.
 
Some shelters have closed permanently and others are at-risk of closing in the coming months.
 
With less than .5% of all rental units in our county being available to rent, it is harder than ever to move out
of a shelter.
 
If it wasn’t for your support and an initial phase of a shelter expansion project, we would’ve hit capacity
more than 100 guests ago. Thanks to you all, as it stands today we do still have capacity, but it is dwindling.
 
Here’s where we need your help…

Just like we wouldn’t want Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus sleeping under a bridge this winter, we don’t want
any of our most vulnerable neighbors doing that, either.  
 
With your help, Hesed House is going to do everything we can to provide shelter
to as many people as we possibly can this winter.
 
Thank you for making our Mission possible and for all you continue to do
to help us end homelessness one person, one family at a time!

JOE JACKSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Ending homelessness - one person, one family at a time.

As the winter months arrive...
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In October 2018, April, her ex-partner, and her kids arrived
at Hesed House. After a few months, they moved out into
their own apartment. April never thought she would return
to Hesed House again, but she is grateful that when more
tough times came, Hesed was there for her again. 

Shortly after moving out into their apartment, April ended
the abusive relationship she was in and found herself
facing homelessness yet again. This time, she knew
exactly where to turn. 

The staff and volunteers at Hesed House welcomed them
back with open arms, helping them to feel safe and
hopeful during a chaotic time. 

Her favorite memories of her time at Hesed House are the
holidays, “My family and I spent two Christmases at Hesed,
and it’s one of the best times of the year. Every year they
would bring in a really great dinner and Santa would come.
For a minute, you could see that they would kind of forget
and you would kind of forget the situation you’re in - being
in a shelter. You just felt happy and excited that the kids
were so excited.” 

April now lives with her kids in an apartment of their own.
The family is doing great and still works with Hesed House.
April was able to obtain a vehicle through our partnership
with Cars of Hope. She smiles when she thinks about how
her life has changed thanks to you and your support, “I am
thankful for Hesed House because they helped give me my
life back. I am thankful for the continued support I [still]
have today.” This year, and thanks to you, April and her
children are looking forward to making joyful Christmas
memories in their own home.

HOLIDAYS AT HOME
THIS YEAR 

“I am thankful for

Hesed House

because they

helped give me my

life back. I am

thankful for the

amount of

continued support

I [still] have today." 

Sometimes a family finds themselves
returning to Hesed House - and that's ok!

Above: April stands smiling near her new vehicle
provided through our partner organization,

Cars of Hope. 
 

Above: Two of April's children smile in front
of their home. 
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When Mike Evert first came to Hesed House as a shelter volunteer, he had no idea how to fix a bike.
While he didn’t know how to repair a bike, Mike did know how vital transportation is to our guests as
they work to get back on their feet again. So, over his last ten years of service, Mike taught himself
how to fix up bikes and has distributed over 400 bikes to our guests and community members!

Mike states, “I love it more now today, than the first day I did it. It has been more gratifying to me to
be able to do this and see people joyful and helped. And to see some people get out of here. That’s
more rewarding to me than anything”.

Mike has decided to move states and will no longer be able to run
the Hesed House bike shop. He encourages anyone that would like
to help and donate their time to Hesed House because “one person
can’t do it all. And an organization like this needs a lot of people to
make it work.” 

Your Hesed Family thanks you, Mike! Through your hard work,
you have given hope and dignity to hundreds of men, women,
and children. Good luck in all that you do! 

If you would like to help out in our bike shop, 
please email volunteer@hesedhouse.org 

                              Our mission is to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless,
and give people the chance to hope again. 

MIKE - THE BIKE GUY!
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Ryan was recently invited to train local organizations in Australia about
people facing homelessness and how to serve them. 

The rate of homelessness in Australia is about three times higher than
in the United States. Ryan was able to teach about important
engagement strategies developed over the years at Hesed House to
help more people care for those in need with hope and dignity.
 

Hesed House celebrated Halloween this year with a trunk or treat in
the Hesed House Parking lot! Our staff decorated their trunks and
gave out candy and goodie bags to all of the kids. Moments like these
are important at Hesed House because it brings hope and dignity to
individuals and families that are going through difficult times. We
believe that just because you are homeless doesn't mean you
shouldn't be able to celebrate a holiday. 

Additionally, we had many events that helped spread awareness
about the work we do as well as raise much-needed funds! From Hike
for Hesed walks, jewelry and home-tour parties, to The Big Raise
Masquerade Ball, there were many ways to get involved! 

If you want to host a Hike or other events for Hesed House, email
donate@hesedhouse.org to learn how we can support your efforts! 

Ryan Dowd
DIRECTOR OF MISSION AND STRATEGY

SPREADING HESED AROUND THE WORLD...

Left: Ryan Dowd next to a "koala crossing" sign while visiting Australia with his training organization. 
 

Hesed House did not pay for any portion of his trip.  

A FANTASTIC FALL 

Below: Scientel Solutions at their Hike for Hesed. Various Hike for Hesed events held by community
groups like Blessed Sacrament Church and others between August and October 2022. 

 

Above: Hesed House staff and families during
the annual Trunk or Treat.

Below: Attendees look at silent auction items
while dressed up for The Big Raise
Masquerade Ball for Hesed House.  

 



DONATE

HOST A DRIVE

VOLUNTEER

JUNIOR AMBASSADOR CLUB

HE

SED HOUSE

- because everyone deserves dignity -

659 S. River St, Aurora, IL 60506
(630) 897-2156                                

Public Action to Deliver Shelter, Inc., dba Hesed House is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization.
Our EIN# is 36-3285644. Please contact Lauren Jernigan, Division Director of Development if you would like a
tour, or with questions about how you can get involved at donate@hesedhouse.org or (630)914-6428.
Learn more at http://hesedhouse.org. 

Help us care for our guests this winter!

Hesed House works diligently to meet the unique needs of the guests we serve. As the colder months arrive, it means that we
have even more need for particular items. Visit hesedhouse.org to learn more about how you can get involved! Host a donation

drive to help us care for guests living in our shelters, assist our street outreach and supportive housing programs, and equip
people as they return to independent living. Volunteer to help serve a meal in one of our shelter programs. And know that your

financial, time, and other donations bring hope and dignity to hundreds of men, women, and children each and every day!
Thank you!

"Hesed House helped a lot when we moved into our apartment. 
It meant a lot to tuck my kids in their own beds again, 

thanks to people who support Hesed House." 
 

- Former Hesed House Guest

Are you a student 
who wants to make a

difference in the world
around you? 

 
If so, you should join the

Junior Ambassador Club! 
 

Email
volunteer@hesedhouse.org

to learn more! 

Your friends at Hesed House
659 S. River St

Aurora, IL 60506 


